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AN ISRAELITISH VIEW OF THE WARS OF CHRISTIANS. 

The following anecdote may probably impress some of the Christian 
advocates of war more forcibly than much direct reasoning in its unlawful- 
ness under the Gospel dispensation. 

A friend lately told me, that sOTie years since, when he was at Mentz in 
France, he called at a Jewish seminary, and proposed leaving a few religious 
books for the pupils. The head of the institution told him he had no ob- 
jection to the books being given to the pupils ; but that he should think it 
proper to inform them that Jesus Christ, of whom they spoke, was not the real 
Messiah. On my friend reasoning a little with him, and pointing out the 
correspondence between the Old Testament, which prophecied of Christ, 
and the New, which records the fulfilment of those prophecies, he acknowl- 
edged there was a remarkable coincidence between them. " But," he said, 
" there was one plain proof that he in whom Christians believed was not the 
promised Messiah ; for the Hebrew Scriptures foretold that when He ap- 
peared his followers should learn war no more ; but," he asked my Iriend, 
" could he name any nation which had not made war on other Christian 
nations ? " 

In relating this, my friend added, " What a stumbling block do professing 
Christians thus throw in the way of the Jews." This view of the subject, 
claims especially the serious consideration of those who acknowledge that 
war is incongruous with the religion of Christ, and yet maintain that his 
precepts which prohibit defensive as well as offensive war, are not intended 
to be obligatory till his second coming. Our Saviour himself says, " He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me." 
This, and many similar declarations, leave no doubt that he intended his 
followers to act on them from the time he delivered them. Of what avail is 
the labor of such persons in disseminating the Scriptures, &c, if they believe 
that obedience to the precepts of the Gospel are not obligatory at the pres- 
ent time ? Is it not something like preaching another Gospel than that 
■which has been preached? And does not & fighting Christian imply a dis- 
belief in prophecy, — a denial of Christ as the promised Messiah ! w. n. 

Herald of Peace, March, I860. 



THOU SHALT NOT KILL. 



It is the very object, the main business of war, to kill men. It is the 
most terrible engine ever contrived for the wholesale destruction of man- 
kind, incomparably more destructive to life than the inquisiiion or the slave 
trade, than famine, or pestilence, or any form of disease that ever swept 
over the earth. Survey the butcheries of the battle field — 50,000 at Eylau ; 
80,000 at Borodino ; 300,000 at Arabella ; 400,000 of the enemy alone by 
Julius Caesar in a single engagement ; more than 5,000,000 in the invasion 
of Greece by Xerxes ; 1,600,000 by Jenghiz-khan in the district of Herat ; 
1,760,000 in two other cities with their dependencies, and during the last 
twenty-seven years of his reign, an average ot more than 500,000 every 
year ! Look at the French butcheries in Spain or Portugal under Napo- 
leon. Peaceful inhabitants massacred without distinction or mercy ! " Often 
were the ditches along the line of their march," says an eye witness, literally 
filled with clotted, coagulated blood, as with mire ; the dead bodies of peas- 
ants, put to death like dogs, were lying there horribly mangled ; little naked 
infants, of a year old or less, were found besmeared in the mud of the road, 
transfixed with bayonet-wounds ; matrons and young women dead with 
cruel, shameful wounds ; and priests hanged on the trees by the way-side 
like felons ! " 



